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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE circumſtances under which the following. 
Diſcourſe was delivered, may render it neceſfary for 
the Author to declare, which he does with great ſin- 
cerity, that in publiſhing it, he has no idea of com- 
petition with thoſe Gentlemen, who have ſo ably 
exerted themſelves on the ſame occaſion. It appears, 
at the deſire of ſeveral friends, whoſe partiality have 
led them to requeſt from the preſs, what they were 


unable to attend from the pulpit. And if on the 


peruſal it ſhould afford them the leaſt ſatisfaction—if 


it tends in any degree to recommend the Magdalen 

Hoſpital—and above all, if it leads the Reader to 
g glorify Gop, by embracing and adorning the pure 
religion of His Sox—the Author's utmoſt wiſhes con- 


cerning it, are attained, 
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MARY MHACDALE NE. 


A 


SERMON, &c. 


LUKE vil. 44. 


AND HE TURNED TO THE WOMAN, AND 
SAID UN TO SIMON, SEEST THOU THIS | 2 
WOMAN ? Fl 


5 HIS is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came 
into the world to ſave ſinners * for this, he 


left the realms above, and, inſtead of ineffable { 


n 


[+] 
glory, and the unceaſing praiſe of cheru- 
bim, ſeraphim, and all the hoſts of hea- 
ven, -was born in great humility, and /ved 
a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief *; 
deſpiſed, perſecuted, rejected! But this did 
not abate his love, nor extinguiſh his zeal ; 
on the contrary, he went about doing good r, 


to the ſouls as well as to the bodies of men 


even of his enemies. Is he led to viſit, 
and fit at meat. with low publicans, and 
reputed ſinners ? Is he conſtrained to hear 
envying Jews, doubting Samaritans, mur- 
muring Phariſees '—While he receives a 
little temporal nouriſhment, he is willing 
to feed them with the bread of eternal /fe ; 
and while they adminiſter a cup of cold wa- 


ter to his neceſſities, refreſhes them with 


thoſe ſtreams, which make glad the city of 
Gd. 


Many inſtances of this nature occur in 
the ſacred volume of inſpiration; and, 
among others, we may particularly remark 
that, which this chapter records, and which 


* Iſaiah iii. 3. f Acts x. 38. 4 Pſalm xlvi. 4. 
8 I have 


8 9 „ 
Is WS SA 
7 IC} 5 * 
Se vr: . 
mY Xt 8 
* 2 2 8 
IDS > 
£8. 
WES 
> 
* 
"os 


x #1 
I have choſen as the ſubject of our preſent 
meditation. 


In the 46th verſe, we find a Phari/ce 
deſiring Chriſt that he would eat with him; 
not from any belief in his miſſion, reverence 
to his inſtructions, or reſpect to his perſon; 
for he would not own him to be a Pro- 
phet, nor would he treat him as a friend. 
Nevertheleſs, the Redeemer humbled him- 
ſelf, and went into his houſe and fat down to 
meat, that he might evince to the world, 
that he took the ſame pains, and uſed the 
fame means with the Phariſees, as with the 


Publicans, in furthering their fpiritual wel- 


fare. And behold a woman in the city which 
Was, or as the words may be rendered 
which HAD BEEN @ /imner, when ſhe knew 
that Feſus ſat at meat in the Phariſees houſe, 
brought an alabaſter box .of ointment : Who 
this perſon was, has occafioned much en- 
quiry ; well may we believe it to have been 
Mary MAGDALENE, who /oved much, be- 
cauſe much was forgiven ;—whoſe contrition, 
and whoſe love, ſhall be handed down to 
the end of time, in a record, that ſhall 
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never be effaced; and (fince fin will ever 


have its trophies) commemorated too, by 
many monuments of redeeming grace, that 


have fled to this houſe of mercy, called after 


her name, and to the God of mercy, after 
her example. | 


This giit of ointment, the beſt her love 
could dictate, and the utmoſt probably her 
circumſtances could afford, ſhe did not 
preſent with oſtentation before his face, 
but we read that he od at his feet weeping. 
* No more worthy to be of thy family, let 
me,” ſhe ſeems to ſay, be as one of thy 
meaneſt ſervants ;—unworthy of the kiſſes 
of his mouth *, let me fall low at thoſe 


feet, which were foretold to be beautiful on 


the mountains + to the ſoul, when guilt. 


hays its burden, and conſcience ſharpens its 


ſting! My brethren, it is only at the feet 
of JEsUs, we can receive that wiſdom, 
which inevitably improves the mind ; and 
that conſolation, which infallibly reaches 
to the heart. 


* Cant, i. 2. F Ifaiah lii. 7. 
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Noro, when the Phariſee which had bidden 

Bim ſaw it, he ſpake within himſelf ſaying, 

This man, i, he was a Prophet, would have 

known who, and what manner of woman, 
this is. that toucheth him, for ſhe is a ſinner. 


It is a great truth, that God's thoughts 


are not as man's thoughts, and that, neither 


are his ways as our ways *, While man 
Judges by outward appearance, and frequent- 
ly condemns from prejudice, our Lord 


judges r:ghteous judgment, and tries the in- 


molt receſſes of the foul. Had ſuch a tri- 
bute of gratitude been ſhewed to Simon, 
probably he would have exclaimed fand by, 
Jam holer than thou 4, while at the cor- 
ner of the ſtreets he would have ſounded 
the trumpet of ſelf applauſe. Not ſo the 
Redeemer; he cauſes_not His voice to be 
heard in the ſtreets 4, while his mercy ex- 
pands itſelf to every ſpeech and language, 


from the riſing of the ſun, to the going 


down of the 1ame. 


* Iſaiah lv. 8. T Luke xviii. 9-14. 
+ Iſaiah xlii. 2. Matt. xii. 19. 
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| But, though the Phariſee might rejoice 
| in his penetration; Jeſus knew is heart, 
| as well as Mary Magdalene's, and therefore 
| awakened his curioſity by addreſſing him 
| with Simon, I have ſomewhat to jay unto 
thee. 


Simon being incited to attention, /aid 
| wnto him, Maſter, jay on. And, as we find 
| a Phariſee lending a willing ear to admo- 
EE 1 nition, may we never ſee a Chriſtian, like 
| the deaf adder, when the Redeemer ſpeaks 
| to us by his word, and miniſtry. Jeſus 
 faid unto him, There was à certain creditor, 
' who had two debtors ; the pne owed him five 
hundred pence, and the other, fifty. And, 
when they had nothing to pay, he frankly for- 
| gave them both, Tell me, therefore, which 
| of them will love him molt ? 


| The Phariſee, viewing the queſtion in 
ſo clear a light, and conſidering the effects, 
which benefits conferred ought to produce 
in the grateful heart, anſwered—T /uppo/e, 
that be to whom be forgave moſt, And Jeſus 
ſaid unto him, thou haſt rightly judged, 

| Thus 


„ 

Thus out of his own mouth * was this 
harſh judge condemned. Surely conſcience 
muſt have waked the bitter memory, and 
reminded him of the number of Y own fins, 
and the heinouſneſs of hie ingratitude ! But, 
leſt after all the charges of conſcience, and 
the ſenſations of guilt ; leſt rebe//ron, which 
like The in of witchcraft, would heave moun- 
tains of tranſgreſſions, and little hills of 
| ſecret offences againſt the throne of hea- 

ven ;—leſt hereafter he ſhould have the ef- 
frontery to deny, the meanneſs to evade, or 
the ſtupidity to forget his condemnation ; 
our bleſſed Lord in the words of the text, 
ſends the arrow of conviction home, and 
ſtrikes this Phariſee dumb, while he puts 
a new ſong. on the lips of every penitent 
{inner.—For he turned to the woman, and 
ſaid unto Simon—StrsT THOU THIS wo- 
MANI q. d. Seeft thou this poor ſelf-con- 
% demned penitent, whom thou ſo much 
5 deſpiſeſt ? I entered iuto thine houſe, upon 
* thy invitation, and yet, ſo wanting wert 
„thou in common kindneſs to me, Fon 


* Luke xix. 22. 
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gaveſt me no water for my feet, as if that 
uſual cheap refreſhment was too good for 
me; but ſhe has waſhed my feet with her 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of 
her head. Thou gaveſt me no kiſs, when 
I firſt came under thy roof, though in- 
vited to eat with thee, but this woman 
hath not ceaſed, ſince the time I came 
in, with the greateſt humility and affec- 
tion 20 &1ſ5 my very feet. Mine head with 
common oil, thou didſt not anoint, though 
few entertainments fail of being attended 
with that circumſtance * ; but this wo- 
man hath anomted my feet with precious 
ointment as an expreſſion of her reve- 
rence and love. Wherefore 1 jay unto 
thee, and openly declare it, both for her 
vindication and thy admonition, her ſins, 
which are many, are forgiven, for ſhe 
bath loved much.” 


The parable thus opened, ſuggeſts to 


our conſideration ſeveral uſeful reflexions, 


— 


* Comp. Deut. xxviii. 40. Micah vi. 15. Pſalm 


5. exli. 5. 


ſome 


> 


1 
ſome of which it ſhall be our buſineſs briefly 
to notice; after which, you will, I truſt, 
allow me to make an application, with 
more immediate reference to the place in 
which J ſtand, and the audience I am ad- 
dreſſing. 


And hence, we may ſafely infer, that /in 
7s a debt: our bleſſed Lord himſelf makes 
the compariſon, let not then ignorance ri- 
dicule, ſcepticiſm diſpute, or impiety blaſ- 
pheme this doctrine. And if fin is a debt, 
it follows, that wwe are all debtors; for all 
of us have /inned and come ſhort of the glory 
of God *, And not only are we debtors, 
 but—we have nothing to pay! Silver and 


gold will not diſcharge it e blood of 


bulls and of goats , will not put it away; 
ten thouſand rivers of oil, will not waſh 
it out; nor can the fruit of our body, atone 
tor the ſin of our ſoul f. All the riches of 
the univerſe are inſufficient, and all the ex- 
ertions of mortality are vain.. So that in 
the words, and in the ſpirit of the pſalmiſt 


Rom. v. 12. Þ}f Heb, x. 4. { Mieah vi. 6. 
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We muſt let that alone for ever x. Un- 
leſs therefore Chrift Jeſus pays our ranſom, 
and redeems us from the penalty of diſobe- 
dience, we muſt be delivered to the inex- 
orable law which knows no mercy, but 
demands and infifls that we pay the uttermoſt 
Farthing ; its rule 1s—he that offendeth in 
one point is guilty of all , and—the ſoul 
that fnneth ſhall die, for ihe wages , fin. ts 
death T. Thus when we ſeek reconcilia- 
tion from the lau, it cries—Pay me that 
thou owe? d. Our guilty minds acknow- 
ledge the debt, but feel their poverty—Er- 
ter not into judgement with thy ſervant, O 
Lord! is, or ought to be, the language of 
every returning Prodigal, of every penitent 
Magdalen. 


This point deſerves the attention of every 
perſon I am now addreſſing. Whether we 
rank ourſelves with Snen, or with this 209- 
man—W hether we owe five hundred, or 


i pence, in point of juification before 


* Plalm xlix. 8. f James ii. 10. Comp. Deut. 
XXVII. 26. Gal. iii. 10. * Rom. vi. 23. 
Luke xvii. 28. Pſalm cxlin. 2. 


G od, 


11 1 
God, we are on the ſame inglorious level. 
For ever bleſſed then, be that infinite know=- 
ledge and juft compaſſion, which in ſo won- 
derful a manner contrived the forgiveneſs 


of our vaſt debt, and the ſatisfaction of di- 


vine ſuſtice — Bleſſed be the wiſdom that 
deviſed, the power that performed, and the 
pity that applied this ſtupendous work. Let 
angels ſtrike their golden harps, and all on 
earth ſhout Hallelujah! Which leads us to 
contemplate the aſtoniſhing ve of Chriſt, 
in freely forgiving this great debt, and there - 
by redeeming us from all our enemies. 


Greater love than this hath no man, that 
he lay down his life for his friends x; but 
Chriſt died for his enemies. He ſuffered, 
the juſt for the unjuſt. Follow him after 
the laſt anointing by Mary, a little before 
his death, and view the treatment, which 
mortals offer to the Son of God. Inſtead 
of receiving him as a benefactor, they treat 
him as an enemy; inſtead of being wor- 


ſhipped and adored, he is buffeted and ſpit 


John xy. 13. 


upon; 
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upon; inſtead of being reverenced as a 
judge, he is bound as a criminal. Let me 
here apply our text to a higher object, and 
fay—SEEST THOU THIS JEsUs ? See him 
ſuſpended on the accurſed tree, a ſpectacle 
of miſery, and the ſcorn of men! Is this 
the head, that was decked by his eternal 
Father with a crown of pure gold, now 
bleeding with a wreath of thorns ? Is this 


the eye, that ſaw the heavens opened, and 
the Holy Ghoſt deſcending, which now 


begins to be clouded with death ? Are theſe 
the ears, that heard the voice of the Fa- 
ther owning him, out of heaven, which 
now glow with reproaches ? Are theſe the 
lips, ; full of grace and truth, which revived 
the ſpirit of a Magdalene with the heavenly 
ſounds of pardon, which are now ſwollen 
with blows, and diſcoloured with blood ? 
Is this the face, that ſhould be fairer than 
the ſons of men, which the angels defire 
to ſee, and can never be fatisied with ſee- 
ing, which is thus defiled with ſpitting ? 
Are theſe the hands, that ſtretched out the 
heavens as a curtain, which were ever cx- 

tended to bleſs and to fave, which are now 


bleed- 


| 


( 131 
bleeding with the rugged nails? Are theſe 
the feet, which lately walked upon the 
liquid pavement of the ſea, which are now 
ſo painfully fixed to the croſs?“ - Thoſe 
feet, at which while Mary was anointing 
them, angels were worſhipping, and devils 
trembling ! 


And was not this enough for him, to 
leave for ever a rebellious race ? Why was 
not the darkening of the ſun, a prelude to 
the diſſolution of nature? The rending of 
the earth, to the wreck of the univerſe ? 
Why did not the deſtroying angel ef His 
fword *, and Tophet ordained of old +, open 
her mouth, that the exiſtence of their bo- 
dies here might ceaſe, and the endleſs tor- 
ment of their ſouls begin ?—Becauſe, God 
zs love ] And why are many of us, who 
have again crucified the Lord of life and 
glory &, by our ſins, ſuffered from time to 
time to tread his courts, and hear the Goſ- 
pel invitation to every weary and burthened 


Deut. xxxli. 40, 41. 7 Ii 23% 
+ 1 John iv. 8. $ 1 Cor. ii. 8. 


ſinner. 
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ſinner. We who are but cumberers of the 
graund, and unworthy of the leaſt of all 
God's mercies? Becauſe, God is love! Gra- 
cious Lord! draw us by theſe bleſſed cords ! 
Touch qur flinty hearts ! ſtrike from each 
barren. rock, the guſhing ſtreams of ſor- 


row, and encourage in our {moking flax the 


flame of heavenly love. 


And now my reſpected audience, ſeeing 
the penztence of the woman in our text, and 
ſeeing the /ave of Chri/t in freely forgiving 
her fins, how obvious is the application ?— 
Mary Magdalene, it is true, no longer fits at 
the Saviour's feet, wiping them erally 


with the hairs of her head : for theſe things 


are paſſed away ! Her ſpirit of heavineſs is 
changed into a garment of praiſe, —her ſighs 


are turned into Hallelujahs, and God Him- 
felf has wiped all tears from her eyes *—for 


ever! The Redeemer ſits no longer viſibly 
at meat with his creatures; for he 7: gone 
up on high, having burſt the bands of death, 
and opened the chambers of the grave : 


F Rev. vii. 17. 


ſeated 


3 

ſeated on his throne, HoUd thouſands wor- 
ſhip him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
fland before him. Nevertheleſs, penitent 
Magdalenes ſtill: are weeping, and Jeſus is 
{till ready to hear; grace and pardon are 
yet on his lips, and everlaſting love is within 
his heart. Still he pleads with them Turn, 
Inner, turn from thy evil ways—Thou haſt 
played the harlot with many earthly lovers, 
yet return again unto me *. Come now, and 
let us reaſon together, though your fins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though 
they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool F. 


And it many weeping Marys are to be 
found, and if this loving-kindneſs ſtill exiſts 
—whoſe heart unmoved can enter the build- 
ing, where ſuch characters are aſſembled, 
and where ſuch mercy is proclaimed ? 


In me, it might ſeem preſumptuous to 
offer much in behalf of an inſtitution, 
which has for many years been recom- 
mended by the eloquent, and patronized 


* fer: iii 1. T Ifaiah i. 18. : 
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by the humane; eſpecially as I cannot 
doubt but thoſe reverend brethren, Who 
preceded me in this pulpit, as well as your 
own hearts, muſt have anticipated and im- 
proved thoſe arguments, I might adduce: 
nevertheleſs, the ſubje& in my text ſeems 
ſo congenial to the nature of this charity, 
that, if I treſpaſs a few minutes on your 
patience, it will J hope plead my apology. 


If in the times of David, it was a queſ- 
tion Wwherew:thal ſhall a young man cleanſe his 
way? ſurely the enquiry — How ſhall a 
young female eſcape deſtruction? may well 
be made, in theſe days of luxury and diſſi- 
pation ; when every varniſh and falſe gloſs 
is thrown over the hideous form of vice: 
when the preſs teems with 2ove/ works of 
licentiouſneſs, and ſeduction is by ſome 
{ſtudied as a ſyſtem of polite accompliſh- 
ment, when by all, it ſhould be abhorred 
as a crime of the blackeſt dye. She too, 
in an eſpecial manner, who having loſt the 
guardians of her youth, is thrown on a 
wide and inhoſpitable world, without a 
friend to whom the can flee for defence or 


ad v ice. 


* 


1 


advice. Innocent in herſelf, ſhe ſuſpects 
not fraud in others ;—as the weaker ſex, to 


man ſhe looks for protection and ſupport ; 


ſupport and protection offered, with per- 
haps the moſt ſolemn vows :—by man, un- 
generous man ! ſhe 1s ruined, and undone. 


Such might have been the cafe of Mary 
Magdalene, though her iniquities afterwards 
multiplied to the moſt alarming increaſe of 
even diabolical poſſeſſion. But, great as 
the iniquity of hie woman certainly then 
was, (and far be it from us to ſpeak 
lightly of ſin) time was, when like many 
of thoſe, whom theſe friendly walls have 
encloſed, ſhe was clad in the robes of in- 
nocence, and was crowned with beauty, 
and with youth. may imagine her 
flouriſhing as the ſpring—gladdening an 


honoured father's heart, and repaying, in 


ſome degree, a tender mother's. care. For 


her, they were content to meaſure back a 
few more ſteps on the rugged road of life, 
with a view of introducing the young 
ſtranger to its comforts ; and, if circum- 
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ſtances afforded, to its elegancies and diſ- 
tinctions: And where is the parent, who 
will not from ſuch bloſſoms anticipate the 
fruit, and calculate, what may be expect- 
ed, from what is already ſeen? But O how 
it wounds the very ſoul, to have ſuch a 
child, and at ſuch a time, torn from its 
embraces by an unprincipled ſeducer: drawn 
from the company of virtuous friends, 
mingling with the thoughtleſs throng, and 
walking in the road that leads to everlaſt- 
ing ruin! Ye ſenſual Be//hazzars ! who ca- 
route away whole nights at pleaſure's ſhrine. 
Ye unprincipied Pandars J who plot whole 
days for virtue's fall. Hold, for a moment | 
Ceaſe your preſent plans. Strike firſt at 
yon aged parents breaſt - ſtrike to the heart 
nor let thoſe grey hairs ſorrow o'er a 
daughter's early tomb !—Sweep at one fell 
blow, a brother, or a ſiſter, from the com- 
forts of fraternal love :—then, triumph over 
fimplicity beguiled, and innocence enſnared; 


then aſſert your honour, over female confi- 
dence miſplaced, and boait your valour over 
female weakneſs, overcome. 

5 This 


L041 
This effeted—be not content with the 
captive taken, but follow me, and recount 


your ſpoils. —See/t thou this woman ? Not 


now the object of thy adoration, and thy 
vows; but, of hatred, and of ſcorn. The 
roſe fades on her cheek, and joy no longer 
| flaſhes in her eye. Ah, direful change ! a 
pallid hue, a deadly heavineſs ſucceeds.— 
Still plunging lower, and lower in infamy, 
We may behold her with forced ſmiles diſ- 
guiſing an aching heart; and with affected 
tenderneſs accoſting the unwary paſſenger 
in his way: till diſeaſe enfeebling her frame, 
and chaſing away the very refuſe of the vo- 
taries of luſt; inſtead of faring delicately, 
ſhe begs a little morſel of bread ; and, for 
ſoft cloathing, ſolicits a few rags to cover 
the once fair and beauteous remains of a 
lover's admiration, and a parent's pride ! 
at length, nature worn with ſickneſs and 
fatigue, and her mind diſtracted with re- 
flection; in ſome lone alley, or cold pri- 
ſon's gloom, —her ſpirits faint—her heart 
is broke—and her dying groans are heard 
—NO more 


©: 2 O haſte, 
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O haſte, haſte then, ye generœus and 
humane ſnatch from utter ruin, e from 
the duſt, deliver from the g , a fellow- 
creature. Support e inititation, which 
by the bleſſing of hcaven, cauſes the bones, 


that were piritually broken, to rejoice, and 


the widows Or relations heart to leap and 
ſing for joy.—Cry aloud ye miniſters of the 
goſpcl, and warn the riſing generation of 
the dangers of their way ; that if once 
weary of a parent's or a guardian's care, if 
impatient under controul and regardleſs of 
advice, there is but one ſtep between them and 
death! and to thoſe, who have unhappily 
wandered inte a jor country—let us point 
to theſe hoſpitable doors, which, like the 
heaven to which they lead, are open for the 
reception of penitent Magdalens, who are 
deſirous of ſetting at the Saviour's feet, and 
are enquirins the way of ſalvation.— Which 
leads us from the dark fide of the cloud, to 
the bright glories thereof. | 


Seeſt thou iis woman, at the feet of Jeſus? 
What an alteration ! Nor is the change leſs 
on thoſe, whom this charity has been in- 


ſtrumental 


4 

ſtrumental in relieving: in them, we may 
alſo behold this glorious difference. View 
thoſe eyes, which as baftihſks were uſed to 
allure, and then deſtroy our youth ; now 
ſuffuſed in tears, and lifted up to heaven: 
hear that voice, once hoarſe with oaths, 
and polluted with obſcenity, now joining 
with the congregation, and {weetly tuned 
to the melody of the ſongs of Zion.—O 
my Jiters—“ let me intreat you to value 
and improve your preſent privileges. Be- 
* ware, having eſcaped the pollutions of 
this world, of being again entangled in 
« its ſnares: with Mary Magdalene look 
«« ever unto Jeſus, and with her attend 
«© him on the croſs'—there by the eye of 
faith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the fin of the world :—thus living, 
when death comes to cloſe this tranſitory 
ſcene, when the cold ſweat ariſes on your 
brow, and weeping friends ſurround your 
dying bed ;—you may conſole them in their 
grief, and your laſt accents whiſper praiſe. 
— Farewel my beloved friends,” may you 
fay—** behold a wandering prodigal re- 
** ſtored, a fugitive Magdalen reclaimed— 
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[ 22 ] 

forgive the pangs my undutifulneſs and 
* unkindneſs may have occaſioned to my 
relations after the fleſh, ſince Feſus has 
*& blotted out my fins! Soon ſhall I be 
r 7ohere the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
% where the weary are at reſt—TI am going, 
* but it is 70 my Father, and to your Fa- 
*« ther ; to my God, and to your God! 


Thither, my brethren, let us turn our 
views. Have we an intereſt in Him ?— 
Has the Redeemer proclaimed pardon to 
gur ſouls, and bid us go in peace ?—Then, 


having been forgiven much, O let us alſo 


love much ! If blefled in our circumſtances, 
let us adore the Giver, and ſpread the bleſ- 
ſing:— Happy in our families, let us de- 
vote them and ourſelves to the Lord: Soon 
our opportunities of doing good will be for 


ever over—Soon life's pulſe ſhall ceaſe to 


play, our bodies alſo lie down in the grave, 


and our fouls appear before the judgment 


bar !—Be ye then feafaſt, and unmoveable, 
always avounding in the work of the Lord, 
foraſmuch as ye know that your labour is not 


in Vain. Now 0 Gog the Father, &c. 
NOTES, 


NOTES. as 


Page 3. line 17. Which HAD BEEN @ Sinner. ] Has HB 
, que fuerat, for ſhe had ceaſed to be ſo (lays Beza; _ 
as appears from her very ſincere and lively repentance. | = 


Deſierut enim e, ut ex àrdentiſſima reſipiſcentia liquet- 
Beza in loc. Vulg. Due erat. 


Ibid. line 19. Brought an alabaſter box of cintment, 5 
&c. Mell may we ſuppoſe it to have been Mary Magda- | 
ne.] It would far exceed the limits of a note, to can- BY 
vaſs the arguments which have been uſed on this ſub- 
ject; nor is it material. -Concerning the number of 
times when, and places where this ceremony of anormtimg 
was performed ; we may obſerve, that taking the 
Evangeliſts in the order in which they ſtand, without 
any regard to dates, we read 1ſt, in St. Matthew, 
(chap. xxvi.) of Chriſt being anointed at Bethany, in 
the houſe of Simon the Leper, and there is no doubt, 
but this is the ſame with what St. Mark records in his 
xivth chapter.—-2dly, and from which this diſcourſe is 
taken, we find our Lord having his feet anointed by 
2 woman, While in the houſe of Siman the Phariſee. 
And 3dly, St. 7-hn informs {chap. xii.) of the Re- 
deemer's being anointed by Mary the filter of Laza- 
rus.— There being different circumſtances related in 
theſe accounts, many ſuppoſe them to be irreconcile- 
able it underſtood of the ſame tranſaction ; and there- 
fore conclude, that our Saviour experienced this grate- 
ful return of affe ion, three times in the courſe of his 
miniſtry. 


2.) Others, 


— 


2 


CEL EEE EET 


2 — 


—— — 


3 42 
— — 
71 : 2 


IE 
x 


£ 


— 


* 
4 


2 — = ** 


"IR 9, 


| fuppoſe what St. Luke relates to be the ſame with what 


. tory from any others, but, that the three other Evan- 
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NOTES, &c. 


2.) Others, and among them the learned Grotius, 


is recorded by Matthew and Mark. According to this 
fcheme (thould the laſt mentioned Evangeliſts be giv- 
ing an account of the ſame circumitance with St. 
Jae, which is hercafter to be noticed) Chriſt was 
anointed but o while he tabernacled here below. 
But this ſeems abundantly refuted by Miily, Ham- #1; 
mond, &c. and as Doddridge obſerves, the difference 
is ſo great and plain, it is aſtoniſhing ſo great a Critic 
thouid contound them. A, 


3d Scheme is, to admit St. Luke's to be a ſeparate 


geliſts are relating one and the ſame circumſtance, 
imagining it to be more probable, that Matthew and 
Mart ſhould have introduced the account a little out ; 
of its place—that Lazarus, if he made the entcrtain-- 
ment, (which is not exprelsly ſaid by 7ohn) ſhould 
have made uſe of Sens houſe, as more convenient, 
—than that the fame event ſhould have occurred in fo 
ſhort a time, with ſo remarkable a coincidence in 
many particulars.— The reader may adopt which ever 
plan he thinks leſs liable to cbjections ; and concern- 
ing which he may ſee more in Doddridge, Fam. Expoſ. 
ſect. 60. n. and ſe. 145. I Hitly, on Luke vii. 37. 
John xii. 3. and the Authors there quoted. Alſo, 
Ligbifoot's Harm. N. Teſt. ſect. 71. 80. I hiſton's 
View of Harmony, p. 128, 129, &c. &c. 


Page 6. line 15. The one five hundred fence, and the 
ther fifty.) In the original dr, which is well 
known 
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NOTES, &c. 


known to have been a Roman coin, in value about ſeven- 
pence halfpenny of our money, ſo that 5oo denarii 
were nearly equal to fifteen of our guineas, and fifty to 
ene guinea and a half. There is no reaſon to believe, 
that there was any my/tery intended in Chriſt's fixing 
on theſe ſums rather than any others, that had as great 
a difference between them. Deddridge. 


Page 8. line 1. Thou gaveſt me no water, &c. thou 
gaveſt me no kiſs, &c.] For further information on 


theſe particulars enumerated by our Lord, conſult Cal. 
met's account of the Fewiſh feaſts, and Harmer's Obſer- 
vations, vol. ii. p. 56. edit. 1776. 


Ibid. line 19. For fhe hath Ived much.] In other 
words—*< Her great love is an evidence that her great 
ſins are forgiven,” Thus Bega or: wyannce woku nam 
dilexit multum, Vulg. & Eraſ. Queniam di/extt, &C. 
Beza's note is as follows“ TI choſe rather to inter- 
pret in this manner, that it may be more eaſily under- 
ſtood, that theſe words ſhew not the cauſe of remiſſion 
of ſins, but that the antecedent is gathered from the 
conſequent. For God firſt loved us when we were yet 
ſinners. Therefore they who abuſe this paſſage to the 
overturning free juſtification by faith alone, not only 
ſhew the greateſt aſſurance, but weakneſs. For Chrilt 
denies that this woman was a ſinner, as the Phariſce 
had raſhly judged her. He teſtifies that the fins of 
her former life were forgiven : and proves them to be 
ſo, from that which follows remiſſion, namely ve, 
of which ſhe had then given a public teſtimony. Love 
therefore is not the efficient or procuring cauſe of jul- 
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NOTES, Kc. 
tification, but the confequent ect. Beza in loc. 
Dad on the Miracles, Ser. 12. Whitby, Pearce, 
Doddridge, Hammond, Henry. 
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by Mary, a little before his death. | Newlin' and others 
ſuppoſe this to be the ſame woman, namely, Mary 
Magdalene. See his elegant ſermon on the ſubject, 
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Page 12. line 6. 1s this the zen de was decked, 
&c.] See Biſhop Hall's Contemplations, and Puddi- 


eombe's Sermons, p. 107—LIO. 
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Page 20. line 4. Supports an inſtitution which by the 
bleſſmg of heaven. | The author begs leave to conclude 
theſe few notes, with the following extract from the 
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E printed account of the Magdalen Charity for the pre- 
8 ſent year, which he doubts not will have its due effect 
5 on every reflecting mind, and every compaſſionate 
f heart. | 

3 5 

$ Admiſſions and Diſcharges from the firſt Inſtitution, 
K Auguſt 10, 1758, to January 2, 1794. 

q Admif. | Diſch. 
A 2926 Reconciled to friends, placed in ſer- 

1 vice, or other reputable occupa- 191 5 
85 tions. — - — - 

; Lunatic, fits, or incurable diforders. 98 
4 Dead. - - - - - 59 


Diſcharged at their own requeſt. = 369 
Diſcharged for improper behaviour, 413 


— 


—ñ z — 


: 2854 
In the houſe, Jan. 2, 1794. 72 
2920 2920 


« Of 


Page 11. line 18. Follow him after the laſt anointing 


MY I.E S; & 


Of the number reconciled to friends, or placed in 
ſervice, &c. ſome. undoubtedly have relapſed into their 
former errors; but many, who have left the houſe at 
their own requeſt, have ſince behaved well; and, ſeve- 
ral of thoſe diſcharged for improper behaviour in the 
houſe have, to the certain-knowledge of the Commits . 
tee, never returned to evil courſes. It may, there- 
fore, be ſafely aſſerted, that wo THIRDS of the whole 
number of women admitted, have thus been ſaved 
from perdition.“ 
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© To juſtify the above aſſertion, great pains have 
been taken to trace out the preſent ſituation of all thoſe 
women who left the houſe during the ſpace of FOUR 
YEARS, from May 1786, to May 1790, the reſult of 
which accurate enquiry is now ſtated, viz. 
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Diſcharged in the 
ſaid four years of | 
eyerydeſeri ption 246 Now khaving & ul. 389% 
Behaving ill. = 74 
Inſane in confinement. 4 
Dead. - - - I 


Situation unknown. - 10 


246 | - 2460: 


».* The women, when diſcharged from the 


houſe, are, for the moſt part, UNDER TWENTY YEARS by 
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OF AGE! and it is an invariable rule, not to di iſmiſs any : 
MW woman (unle ſs at her own def efire, or for miſconduct) with- = 
4 out ſome means being provided, by ieh ſhe may obtain a : =p 
1 livelihood in an honeſt manner. 
4 ; 
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bi Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author. 
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I I. The god Samaritan. © A Sermon on Luke x. 
a 6, 37. preached and publiſhed for the benefit of the 
1 rench Refugee Clergy. 

4 88 2. The Prodigal Son. A Sermon preached at High 
i Wycombe, on New Year' s Day, 1792. 
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2 God manifeſt in the Fleſh. A Sermon on Chriſt- 4 
A: f 1791. | = 
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